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T

he University of Mary and Bismarck State College
have partnered to offer the Seamless Transfer program.
Now, it’s even easier to step from a two-year program
into your dream major! The Seamless Transfer program
allows students to work towards their bachelor’s degree from
the University of Mary while simultaneously earning their
associate’s degree from Bismarck State College. Students who
successfully complete an Associate of Science degree with the
required U-Mary pre-requisites at Bismarck State College can
seamlessly transfer to the University of Mary and complete
their Bachelor’s of Science in Respiratory Therapy in only two
years.

THE RESPIRATORY THERAPY
PROFESSION
Respiratory therapists are essential members of the modern
healthcare team and work in collaboration with physicians
and other health professionals in adult and newborn intensive
care units, hospital emergency rooms, outpatient rehabilitation
clinics, sleep-related breathing disorders clinics, and in the
home. Program graduates are prepared to assess patients,
develop a plan of care, implement therapy, evaluate its
effectiveness, and modify treatment as appropriate. Patients
include critically or chronically ill individuals suffering from
a variety of respiratory and cardiac problems. In addition
to treatment, therapists perform various complex diagnostic
and monitoring procedures to assist the physician in devising
an appropriate care strategy. In the home, outpatient, and
community settings, respiratory therapists provide education
to patients and families in the day-to-day self-management
of chronic respiratory conditions such as asthma and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD); tobacco cessation is an
important aspect of these educational efforts.

RESPIRATORY THERAPY
PRE-MED TRACK
This option allows students to take all courses required
for admission to most medical schools while completing
requirements for the B.S. degree in Respiratory Therapy.
After completing the degree, graduates may, at their option,
apply for admission to medical school: If accepted, they may

decide to work as a respiratory therapist before and during
medical school. Regardless of medical school admission
status, graduates have a marketable professional credential in
healthcare.

CAREER OUTLOOK+
Employment of respiratory therapists is expected to grow
by 28 percent from 2010 to 2020, faster than the average
for all occupations. Growth in the middle-aged and elderly
population will lead to an increased incidence of respiratory
conditions such as emphysema, chronic bronchitis, and
pneumonia, respiratory disorders that permanently damage
the lungs or restrict lung function. These factors will lead
to an increased demand for respiratory therapy services
and treatments, mostly in hospitals and nursing homes. In
addition, advances in preventing and detecting disease,
improved medications, and more sophisticated treatments
will increase the demand for respiratory therapists. Other
conditions affecting the general population, such as smoking,
air pollution, and respiratory emergencies, will continue to
create demand for respiratory therapists. Respiratory therapists
with certification or a bachelor’s degree will have the best job
prospects.
+Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational
Outlook Handbook, 2012-’13 Edition.

ADMISSION TO THE RESPIRATORY
THERAPY PROGRAM
BSC students may complete the pre-professional
requirements for the Bachelor of Science degree in Respiratory
Therapy by following the BSC to U-Mary 2 + 2 transfer guide.
BSC students should apply for admission to the University
of Mary in their second year; admission to the professional
Respiratory Therapy Program requires a separate application.
To qualify for admission consideration into the respiratory
therapy program, students must complete all math/science
pre-professional requirements with a minimum grade of
“C” in each course and an overall grade point average of
2.5 or higher. Completion of pre-professional requirements
does not guarantee admission to the professional program;
separate application must be made to the Respiratory Therapy
Department. Personal interviews, academic performance, and
letters of reference are used in the admission process. The
professional program application deadline is February 15 of the
sophomore year for admission to the fall semester of the same
year. If the class number does not reach its maximum capacity
by the application deadline, a rolling admissions policy will be
followed; rolling admissions are considered until the first day
of class in the fall semester.
Prospective applicants should make an appointment with
the Respiratory Therapy Department chair (701-530-7757 or
wbeachey@primecare.org) to tour the St. Alexius Medical
Center and to arrange for a job shadow experience to learn
more about the responsibilities and duties of respiratory
therapists. (Application forms can be accessed online under
the School of Health Sciences at the University of Mary web
site: www.umary.edu/forms/rtform2.) Academic advising for
transfer students occurs through the University of Mary’s office
of admission at 701-224-2636.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The pre-professional liberal arts curriculum includes biology,
chemistry, math, physics, humanities, social-behavioral
sciences, and philosophy/theology requirements. The
professional portion of the program is located at St. Alexius
Medical Center, which is a co-sponsor of the program. The
professional curriculum consists of classroom, laboratory
and clinical practicum courses, including over 1100 hours of
supervised experience involving direct patient care. Students
completing the baccalaureate degree in respiratory therapy are
eligible to take the credentialing examinations administered
by the National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC) to
earn the Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) credential.
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Licensure requirements in the state of North Dakota (and
in all other states) are met by successful completion of the
NBRC examinations. The Respiratory Therapy Program is fully
accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory
Care (CoARC), 1248 Harwood Road Bedford, Texas 760214244; telephone (817) 283-2835. www.coarc.com.
Students benefit from small classroom size and direct
interaction with professors, who are published authors of
textbooks and scientific papers. The faculty-student ratio is 1:4
in the classroom and laboratory and 1:1 in the clinical patient
care setting. The Program has received national recognition
for excellence in graduate credentialing success, placing it
in the top 10% of programs in the country in this category.
Graduates consistently score well above the national mean
in credentialing exams, and typically have employment
commitments before graduation; the program has enjoyed a
100% graduate employment rate for many years. The program
has a national reputation for the quality of its graduates.
Program credentialing success and job placement can be
compared with all other programs in the country at the web
site for the Commission on Accreditation for respiratory Care:
www.coarc.com.

CURRICULUM+
PRE-PROFESSIONAL PHASE - BISMARCK STATE COLLEGE

n Freshman
CHEM 115
CHEM 115L
or CHEM 121
CHEM 121L

Intro to Chemistry

4

Intro to Chemistry Lab

1

General Chemistry I

4

General Chemistry I Lab

1

ENGL 120

College Composition I

3

SOC 110

Intro to Sociology

3

Elective

Theology

3

MICR 202

Intro to Microbiology

3

MICR 202L

Intro to Microbiology Lab

1

CHEM 116

Intro to Organic & Biochemistry

4

CHEM 116L
or CHEM 122

Intro to Organic & Biochemistry Lab

1

General Chemisty II

4

CHEM 122L

General Chemisty II Lab

1

MATH 103

College Algebra

4

COMM 110

Fund. of Public Speaking

3

PHIL 201

Ethics

3

PROFESSIONAL PHASE+

n Junior		
RTH 301

n Sophomore		
PHYS 211

College Physics

PHYS 211L

College Physics Lab

1

POLS 115

American Government

3

3

RTH 305

Basic Procedures

6

RTH 307

Basic Procedures Laboratory

1

RTH 335

Clinical Cardiopulmonary Physiology

6

Clinical Practicum I

3

		
RTH 320

3

RTH 422

Clinical Cardiopulmonary Assessment 5

BIOL 220

Anatomy & Physiology I

3

RTH 426

Human Diseases I

BIOL 220L

Anatomy & Physiology I Lab

1

RTH 436

Critical Respiratory Care

5

3

RTH 438

Ventilator/Critical Care Laboratory

1

or HIST 103/104 US History Elective

Elective

+

3

Introduction to Respiratory Care

Social Sciences

PSYC 111

Intro to Psychology

3

BIOL 221

Anatomy & Physiology II

3

4

MAY/SUMMER		

RTH 427

Human Diseases II

2

BIOL 221L

Anatomy & Physiology II Lab

1

RTH 416

Pediatric/Neonatal Respiratory Care

3

PHRM 215

Pharmacology for Nursing

3

RTH 430

Clinical Practicum II

5

Elective

Arts & Humanities (aesthetic)

3

Elective

Liberal Arts

3

Respiratory Care in Alternate Sites

2

Please note: the additional courses required for the
completion of an Associate’s Degree at Bismarck State
College are not listed here – please see your advisor for more
information.
Transfer Students: Pre-professional credits may also be
transferred from another accredited college or university. The
maximum number of credits that will transfer from BSC to
U-Mary is 64.

n Senior		
RTH 411
RTH 450

Research

2

RTH 452

Health Promotion

2

RTH 441

Clinical Practicum III

8

		

+

RTH 418

Department Leadership

2

RTH 420

Professional Seminar

2

RTH 428

Respiratory Care Specialty

8

At St. Alexius Medical Center.
3

A.S. to B.S. in
Respiratory Therapy
2+2 Transfer Guide

For more inform
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edu
www.umary.edu

ADDITIONAL COURSES FOR
PRE-MED TRACK*
BIO 103

Biology I

4

CHE 217

Organic Chemistry I

4

PHY 304

Intermediate Physics

4

CHE 318

Organic Chemistry II

4

Biochemistry

4

Recommended:
CHE 310

* Pre-professional Summer Semester work will be required
for those intending to pursue the pre-med track
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UNIVERSITY OF MARY
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:

RESPIRATORY THERAPY
PROGRAM CONTACT:

Stuart Weiss

Will Beachey, PhD, RRT, FAARC

Transfer Admissions Representative

Professor; Program Chair

Office location:

Department of Respiratory Therapy

Bismarck State College

School of Health Sciences

Horizon Building 117

University of Mary/St. Alexius Medical Center

(701) 224-2636

(701) 530-7757

sdweiss@umary.edu

wbeachey@primecare.org
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