
CAMPUS INFORMATIVE EVENT SPEECHES  

Speeches about Events 

Speeches about events focus on things that happened, are happening, or will happen. When speaking 

about an event, remember to relate the topic to your audience. As always, limit your focus to those 

aspects of an event that can be adequately discussed within the time limitations of your assignment – 

not too broad. 

• Please include your assigned “State” in the SPS. 

• Organize main points using topical, chronological or cause and effect pattern. 

Examples of speeches about events include: the 1963 Civil Rights March on Washington, the 1969 first 

Moon Landing, Groundhog's Day, the Battle of the Bulge, the World Series, and the 2000 Presidential 

Elections. 

 

GUIDELINES 

1. Students must choose an EVENT ONLY that occurred in your ASSIGNED state.  You must narrow 
speech topic and use one organizational pattern.  Once you have narrowed it to one topic from 
your STATE and narrowed your main ideas, you can create your specific purpose statement. 
 

2. Here is an example of an incorrect specific purpose statement: 
 
INCORRECT:  
 
SPS: (Illinois) “To inform college students about the Chicago Fire of 1871.” (Not specific enough) 

 
3. Examples of correct SPS in different Organizational patterns: 

CORRECT: 
 
SPS: (Illinois) To inform college students about the rumors that started the Chicago Fire of 
1871. 

OP: Topical     

I. Milking a cow accident 
II. Arsonist – Theft 
III. Gambling accident 



 SPS: (Illinois) To inform college students about the chronological events of the Chicago Fire of 
 1871. 

      OP: Chronological 

I. The Great Chicago Fire began on the city’s West Side 
II. Misdirected fire equipment and steady wind aided in the spread of the fire. 
III. The fire claimed about 300 lives 

 SPS: (Illinios) To inform college students about the cause and effects of the Chicago Fire of 
1871.  

 OP: Cause and Effect 

I. (Cause of the Chicago Fire) Accident in the barn 
II. (Effects of the Chicago Fire) Economic hardship 

4. The speech should use a pattern of organization that is appropriate to informative speeches and 
your specific purpose statement.  You need to choose ONE of these 3 types of organizational 
patterns:  topical, chronological, or cause and effect. Time is 4-6 or 5-7, depending on class size. 

5. Introduction:   The introduction should compel the audience to listen (with an attention 
getter)…and contain all of the steps to complete the introduction and don’t read it. 

6. Body:  You will have to develop each main point using the 3 S’s (Signpost, state, support ideas).  
Once the main points and organizational pattern are set, incorporate 2-3 different sources and 
use at least one WITHIN each main point. Make sure that you cite your sources orally in the 
body of the speech as you are delivering your presentation. Cannot use Wikipedia as one of 
your sources. 
 

7. Conclusion:  All informative speeches should include a brief summary of the main points.  An 
effective conclusion leaves the audience thinking about the speaker’s message as you connect 
the closing w/attention-getter and don’t’ read it. 

8. One visual aid will be required and shown in the body.  No more than 2 VA can be used. 

9. A typed outline is mandatory and it must follow my outline example format. Use only key words, 
6 words or less in your sub-points and 3 words or less in your sub-sub-points. Max A-C, and 1-2.  
Sources with statistics and quotes can be written out, but most of your information will be 
paraphrased.  2 COPIES ‘SAME’ MANADATORY (ONE FOR YOU AND ONE FOR THE 
INSTRUCTOR).  

10. POST STATE AND TOPIC ONLINE BY DUE DATE: (Just like Ex. #3) 
Go to BSC online and login, you will see our speech class listed. Click that and it takes you to the 
course shell. On the left side you will see different units items listed and under "speeches and 
outlines" you will see POST STATE TOPIC.  


