
English 110 Fall 2018 Tomanek 

Annotated Bibliography: Researching a Topic  
Due: 26 November       Value: 10% of final grade  
 
Length: four sources total—three from the BSC Library databases + your “call to write” source 
 
Writing and using an annotated bibliography can be an essential component of any academic 
research project, no matter the discipline.  Anytime you are asked to research a topic, the skills of 
an annotated bibliography will be called into use: proper citation, effective summary, source 
evaluation, and, ultimately, your personal evaluation.  Arranging your sources in an annotated 
bibliography allows you efficient access to your research materials and reduces the hassles of 
trying to locate specific information amongst a sea of photocopies, books, and web addresses.  
Furthermore, once you identify a credible, relevant source, it may point you to several more that 
did not turn up in your preliminary investigation. 
 
Purpose:  Read, summarize, analyze, and evaluate a variety of secondary sources that are 
relevant to a topic that you define and intend to use.  This is your opportunity to see what is out 
there in the print and digital world concerning issues that are significant to your own life.  
Understand the conversation that is taking place and locate your position in this argument. Your 
topic may start off in broader terms than it will inevitably become, so use this research period to 
locate an appropriate position in the larger discussion.  You will also learn and demonstrate the 
components of MLA citations.  It is not necessary to memorize every detail of MLA citations, 
but you should learn how to use effectively your reference materials to complete such tasks.  
 
Relationship to Audience:  In reality, you are your primary audience for an assignment of this 
nature—you are writing this for your own benefit.  Although, I am your secondary audience as I 
will observe and evaluate how well you are able to organize your research and present it in the 
appropriate generic structure.  So, keep yourself in mind throughout this assignment, but, at the 
same time, be aware of the guidelines, etc.  
 
Genre: College courses that involve research use the “annotated bibliography” genre. You are to 
develop your understanding of this assignment by coming to class.  Our textbook does discuss 
this genre, but only briefly.  We will work on the necessary skills in class prior to the deadline.  
 
Style / voice:  Because this assignment is an academic assignment, your voice and style should 
be formal.  However, a combination of 1st person and 3rd person language would seem appropriate 
for the personal evaluation.  You still should avoid passive-voice construction (active verbs; 
subject performs action vs. action performed by object).  Demonstrate college-level writing by 
using a range of sentence structures and an appropriate (but not stretched) vocabulary; carefully 
proofread and edit your work. 
 
Social context:  The domain is “school,” the specific context is English 110, and these are some 
relevant points to consider: the more time you put into this assignment in the beginning, the 
easier and more manageable the commentary assignment will be later on.  This is a tool designed 
to keep your research project on task.  
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Grading: 
Each entry is worth a total of 25 points; you are to complete 4 entries.  Each entry will be an 
average length of about 1 per double-spaced page—typically no less than one, no more than two. 

• MLA citation 
• Summary (overview) 
• source evaluation (assessment) 
• personal evaluation (reflection) 

 
MLA citation: 

• See A Pocket Style Manual for the most up-to-date citation guidelines—be consistent.  
This should be at the top of each entry—start each entry at the top of a new page.  Entries 
should be in alphabetical order just like a works cited page. 

 
Summary:  

• The first paragraph following the citation should summarize the text’s main and relevant 
points providing you an overview of the source’s content. 

• Write in clear sentences and complete thoughts.  There is not a prescribed length, but the 
paragraph needs to be sufficiently developed to cover the necessary ideas. 

• Points will be earned on the following criteria: effective source integration, use of 
specific information, and how well it is written in general. 

 
Source evaluation (assess):    

• An evaluation of the source’s publication and the source’s information are the two main 
things you need to discuss. How well does the source hold up to the C.R.A.P. test?  

• Write in clear sentences and complete thoughts.  There is not a prescribed length, but the 
paragraph needs to be sufficiently developed to cover the necessary ideas. 

 
Personal evaluation (reflect): 

• In short, how does each source relate to your purpose and needs?  Is it useful?  If so, how 
can you use it?  If not, why not?  

• Write in clear sentences and complete thoughts.  There is not a prescribed length, but the 
paragraph needs to be developed sufficiently to cover the necessary ideas. 

 
 
 


