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Annotated Bibliography Assignment 
For your drafts of your essay, you will create a works cited page; however, in order to help you 
and readers understand your sources and how you plan to use them, this week you will write 
an Annotated Bibliography.  An annotated bibliography has a citation (just as you would have in 
a Works Cited page) but also  gives a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme 
and scope of the book or article and explains how it will help you in your research.  This will also 
help you create your outline later in your writing process. 

Step 1:  After you have a good sense of what goes into your research essay, you should 
research your career using what we learned this week about using the library, evaluating 
websites, and using online databases to find five sources; of those five sources, you must have 
at least three different types of sources  (i.e, you should not use three websites, or three 
books, three government documents, etc.).  Thus, you could use two database articles, a 
government document, two websites, and have 5 total sources with 3 different types of 
sources.  
A Note on Sources:  One of these sources could be the government document I suggested in 
the Research Essay Assignment last week; however, you could also use a book or e-book, a 
database article, a web site, etc., but they do need to be three different TYPES of sources.  You 
can tell they are different types of sources when you are using three different ways to cite 
them.  In other words, you don't cite an article the same way you cite a book, so you will know 
if you have the variety you need by the citations you are using.  You can certainly have more 
than three different types of sources, but you have to have at least three different types with a 
total of five sources.  

 

Step 2:  Use those five sources that you found that you plan to use in your Research Essay 
Assignment and create an annotated bibliography for those sources.   
These are the elements that go into an Annotated Bibliography: 

1)  A works cited entry.   Make sure you are using the specific format for whatever type of 
source you are using in your paper. In other words, if you are citing a short work on a website, 
you should look at the format on pg. 157-159 to help you cite it correctly.  On the other hand, if 
you are citing a government document, you would use the format on pg. 164, number 70 to 
help you cite it on your works cited page correctly.  You should be alphabetizing your entries, 
and using double spacing throughout.   

2)  Then after each of your works cited entries, include an annotation of about 150 words total 
about these four ideas: 

      (a) evaluate the authority or background of the author/organization/website, 

      (b) summarize the main idea of the text,    



      (c) what supporting evidence does the text provide and 

       d)  explain how this work will help illuminate your research topic. 

 

Example:  Here is an example of one annotated bibliography entry (you will have at least five 
entries since you need five sources in your essay, but you may have more than that).   

United States, Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, “Private Investigator and Detective 

Summary."  Occupational Outlook Handbook, 30 Jan. 2018, www.bls.gov/ooh/protective-service/private-

detectives-and-investigators.htm#tab-1. 

The United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics provides information from a 

government handbook on a database.  Since this is a government document, the research is credible. 

The database provides information on how to become a private investigator, what they do, pay, job 

outlook, and a brief summary of what the position encompasses. This source will be most beneficial 

to my research because it provides the most information for this particular career. The work environment 

and pay will give me the cons to the position in contrast to my current lifestyle, and the list of what 

investigators do will give me the pros to the position which is what I find most exciting. 
 

Correct style manual:  You should be using The Pocket Style Manual  8th edition.    I encourage 
you to use the directory to MLA works cited models on pgs. 140-141 to help you find the 
citation you need. 
 
Please do not use the Microsoft Word References tab or another citation tool to help you 
create your Works Cited page since most of the citation are incorrect in these programs for 
MLA format. In addition, if a source suggests a citation for you, please check to see if it is 
correct according to our Style Manual. Many of them are completely wrong or cited in a 
different type of format. See your reading assignment for this week to help you instead of 
relying on these.  
 
Submit this assignment as a MS Word attachment to this assignment. 

 


