
Price, ENGL 110 
 

The Research Paper: Assignment Sheet 
 
What is a research-supported essay? 

§ You are responsible for researching and reading on a subject (of your choice, with my 
approval) and using source material in combination with your own words (biographical 
papers are allowed). 

 
The Assignment: 
 

§ Remember, this is an informative essay – it is not a persuasion on a broad topic (like 
abortion or gun control or universal health care, etc.). Be specific with your topic 
choice; the more specific, the easier the researching will be.  

 
§ This is a thesis-driven essay, not a dump of outside information. Do not bombard your 

reader with quote after quote after quote. Summarize and paraphrase (and cite!) your 
sources as best you can. Be very selective with direct quotes. More on this later. 
 

§ Third person voice is required for this formal, academic essay. No first or second person 
allowed. 

 
§ The most frequent problem that students have with this assignment is allowing the 

sources to take over the essay and failing to explain the information from the sources and 
how it relates to other sources and especially to the their own thesis.  

 
§ In short, you should be able to remove the source material from your essay and still have 

the framework of an effective paper. 
 

§ You should use quotes, paraphrases, and summaries from your sources. Remember, you 
must choose your source information wisely and be able to follow up with your own 
thoughts (what does the quote mean) in your writing. 

 
§ Generally, you should avoid using long quotations – remember, choose wisely.  

Important longer passages should be summarized or paraphrased to keep your 
ideas/words as the focus of the essay. Only one block quote allowed (if you use one at 
all). 

 
§ Be careful to properly credit and cite all IDEAS, WORDS, and FACTS that come from 

outside sources. Accidental plagiarism is another frequent problem that students have 
with this assignment.  More on plagiarism consequences soon. 

 
§ In summary, take just one focused topic and use as much explanation as you can and as 

much source information as you need to discuss the topic and to explain it to your 
audience. When picking a topic, settle on something that’s fun, important, or of interest to 
you – it will be make all your researching more interesting!  

 
§ The more narrow your topic choice, the better! Don’t bite off more than you can chew! 
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The Essay: 

§ The finished submitted draft should be 4 full pages, minimum.  
§ No essay should exceed 7 pages. 
§ Correct MLA format is required (MLA formatting errors will result in a failing grade).  
§ No cover page. 
§ In-text citations and a Works Cited page are both required for your paper to earn a 

passing grade. (Remember, in-text citation requires the use of signal phrases and 
parenthesis!) 

§ No categories/subsections – paragraph format only.  
§ ‘Recycling’ a paper from a previous class/assignment is not allowed. 
§ Only 1 block quote allowed (I prefer you use zero). 
 

Source Requirements for the Essay: 
§ Four ACADEMIC sources required, minimum. Your sources must include at least 2 

database articles. The other 2 sources are your choice – as long as they’re academically 
sound. 

§ You may have more than 4 sources if you so choose; limit yourself to 7 sources, if 
possible – don’t let your sources take over.   

§ Works Cited page is in addition to the 4 page requirement. 
§ No Wikipedia allowed.  
 

Other Reminders:  
§ No late work will be accepted. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
§ Important: Save your rough draft. You must submit this along with your final version for 

grading. 
 

Due Dates: 
§ Completed Rough Draft Due: at the beginning of class on Tuesday, April 30 (peer 

review – 2 printed copies required) 
§ Final Draft Due: beginning of class on Thursday, May 2.  
§ Failure to turn in a research paper will result in a failing grade for this course. 
§ No e-mailing final draft to me – have them here and ready – no excuses. 

 
A Word on Plagiarism: 

§ Any plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the course – automatically.   
§ If you have any questions on how to cite in your paper or how to make an entry on a 

Works Cited page, be sure you ask me at least 24 hours before the final due date! 
 
It is up to you to pick up your research paper from m  

 


