N North Dakota"
B BISMARCK | B nsitution  // OPERATIONAL PROCEDURE //

460.4 - Credit by Exam

Purpose:

Bismarck State College (BSC) will permit students to demonstrate college level competency and
establish college credits by successfully passing credit-by-exam programs as defined by SBHE
Policy 460 — Transfer and Test Credit Agreements. Credit-by-exams include Advanced Placement
(AP), College Level Examination Program (CLEP), International Baccalaureate (IB), DANTES Subject
Standardized Tests (DSST), Cambridge International (CIE).

Procedure:

1. Students must request official score reports from the official organization, if not already
on file at BSC. Student copies of score reports will not be accepted.

School code (6041) should be used when requesting from the organization. If an
electronic copy is not available, report should be mailed to Bismarck State College;
Attn: Admissions Office; 1500 Edwards Ave, Bismarck ND 58503.

AP and CLEP DSST

Webpage: collegeboard.org Webpage: getcollegecredit.com

IB CIE

Webpage: ibo.org Webpage: cambridgeinternational.org

2. Students should consult with their academic advisor to determine how credits earned
by exam will count toward their degree requirements.

3. If student meets criteria, Academic Records Office will post exam credits to their official
BSC transcript upon receipt of official score report. Confirmation will be sent to
student’s campus email.

4. Students must meet minimum score requirements to obtain college level credits as
outlined on the BSC Credit-by-exam equivalency chart.

5. Students must be currently accepted into a bachelor of applied science, associate,
diploma, certificate, or certificate of completion program to be awarded exam credits.

6. A student must be enrolled in a BSC course during the term for which exam credits
are to be posted to the official BSC transcript.

7. Student will not be granted exam credit for any of the following:
a. Previously challenged courses; or
b. Currently enrolled courses; or
c. Previously enrolled BSC course (regardless of grade earned A —F or S/U); or
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d. Courses in which they have earned transfer credit from any accredited
institution.

8. A maximum number of non-traditional college credits may be earned within military
training, AP, CLEP, DSST, IB, CIE, BSC challenge examination, portfolio development,
industry training, Straighterline agreement and courses covered under high school
articulation agreements.

a. Bachelor of Applied Science — 60 semester credit
b. Associate or Diploma - 40 semester credits
c. Certificate or certificate of completion — 50% of total degree credits

9. Students should be aware that exam credits may not transfer to other colleges.
Students are urged to check the intended transfer institution for current transfer
information. BSC is not responsible for transferability of exam credits.

10. Credit-by-exam credits do not have letter grades assigned, thus, will not be used to
compute a student’s grade point average.

11. Credit-by-exam credits, once recorded on a student’s BSC transcript, become a
permanent part of the academic record.

12. Credits earned through credit-by-exam will count toward BSC graduation
requirements; however, they do not count toward the minimum institutional credit
requirements.

13. Duplicate credit will not be awarded for overlapping exams.
14. The number of credit-by-exam credits awarded is equal to BSC course credits.

References:

NDUS Procedure: 460.4 Credit-By-Exam

SBHE Policy: 460 Transfer and Test Credit Agreements

SBHE Policy 441 Degree Credit, Non-Degree Credit and Non-Credit Instructional Activity
BSC Credit-by-Exam

NDUS Non-Collegiate Learning Experiences

History of This Procedure:

First procedure: June 9, 1995.

Revisions — February 27, 2002; December 31, 2004; February 26, 2007; July 16, 2008; November
19, 2008 (effective Spring Semester 2009); March 23, 2009; November 22, 2010; reviewed by
the Operations Council on April 9, 2014 and approved by the Executive Council on April 24,


https://ndusbpos.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/NDUSPoliciesandProcedures/EbCNq6_TpsdFhrxOfEvH864BSzASVwdF7PT9uRNj6yYNpA?e=zT8nz8
https://ndusbpos.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/NDUSPoliciesandProcedures/ETGAbIZXtOBBoymhUgrS6EUBU3MNMmFOe1TiElr0_STO9g?e=DLXkGM
https://ndus.edu/sbhe-overview/sbhe-policies/400-heading-policies/
https://ndus.edu/sbhe-overview/sbhe-policies/400-heading-policies/
https://ndusbpos.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/NDUSPoliciesandProcedures/EQ7ipYhh3ARPmLmia5LgPeMBJgZK7LnLqPmTTZyuikqQCg?e=ieCqvy
https://bismarckstate.edu/academics/academicservices/prior/
https://ndus.edu/lets-get-started/pre-college-credits/
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2014; approved by the Faculty Senate on May 7, 2019, reviewed by the Operations Council on
June 12, 2019 and approved by the Executive Council on July 2, 2019; reviewed by Campus
Council on July 24, 2024, reviewed by Executive Council on July 31, 2024 and approved by the
President on August 1, 2024.



