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HANDS-ON LEARNING
WORKFORCE READY.
Understand the systems that shape society  
With a two-year Associate in Arts degree in Political Science from Bismarck 
State College, you’ll explore how political systems develop, operate and 
influence the world around you.

You’ll study local, state and federal government structures, along with topics 
in politics, economics and statistics. This program provides the first two years 
of coursework toward a bachelor’s degree and prepares you for careers or 
continued studies in law, foreign affairs, government service, journalism, 
politics and related fields.
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PREPARING FOR SUCCESS IN YOUR DEGREE 
 

To prepare for a degree in political science, while in high school, you should 
take courses in the social sciences, mathematics, writing and technology. 
History and foreign language classes are also helpful. Skills needed for 
success in a political science career are critical and analytical thinking, 
intellectual curiosity and writing. An advanced degree is standard 
for this field.

CAREER 
opportunities

•	Political Scientist
•	Research Analyst
•	Policy Analyst
•	Campaign Operative
•	Public Affairs Director
•	Political Science Teacher
•	Journalist
•	Corporate Economist
•	Foreign Service Officer
•	Information Manager
•	Labor Relations Specialist
•	Pollster
•	Lobbyist
•	Mediator
•	Legislator

Employment opportunities for 
political science graduates are 
expected to remain strong in 
government, public policy, research 
and related fields. Graduates with 
strong writing, analytical and policy 
analysis skills, especially those with 
advanced degrees, will have the best 
career prospects.
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