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On the corner of ...

If we learned anything researching and writing this

special issue of Connections, it’s that change is constant

and necessary. In these (changed) pages you will read about BSC,
the college on the corner of Schafer Street and College Drive.
You'll read of our milestones and hear the voices of our leaders,
students and legends. This issue celebrates the present and future,
but it is the people of our past who set us up for the wonderful
here and now — the first graduates of BJC in particular. For our
50th anniversary in 1988, the college brought back the class of
1941, and their sentiments are our sentiments.

We'll let longtime Connections editor Jordis Conrad’s
remembrance of our first alumni set the stage:

“For the 50th anniversary we brought the first class
back ... They were just an exceptional group of
people. Every last one of them was so appreciative
of what BJC did back at that time and what it had
done for them in their life. Many said ‘I could not
have gone to college if it hadn't been for BJC.” They were ever so grateful
for leaders in the community and the state for what they did to get the
college started.”

And we are grateful for them. This issue is dedicated to the class of 1941.

ESSAYS

2-3 Then and now by J. Michael McCormack
18 Here and now by Phillip Weisser
32-33  Reporting from the future by Dr. Larry C. Skogen
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| Michael McCormack

entered the hallowed halls of old BJC in 1960 because the dear nuns
> I at St. Mary’s had seen me as a potential priest and first Irish Pope. As
such, | was shoved towards St. John's in Collegeville, Minnesota, for
which [, though academically prepared, was financially unprepared. My
plan B was to sully the halls of a state university. The lateness of my UND
paperwork made BJC a last moment choice, and one of the best decisions
in my life.

Bismarck Junior College was founded by the far-sighted citizens of
Bismarck as a community college in 1939. And, as a student body, we
were a community, academically and socially. Our big dances and socials
were held at the Bismarck Municipal Country Club, where the house band
consisted of English teacher Cal Heine on piano and sociologist Ray Heid
on bass. Many of the BSC faculty moonlighted at a variety of jobs from
dance bands to farming. The student community was mostly from local

or neighboring county high schools, with a sprinkling of back-to-school
vets, older than average adults, a small minority of Native Americans, and
unclassified masses.

Most of us freshman were struck by the accessibility, teaching skills, and
downright friendliness of our teachers. My fondest memories as a student,
and later as a colleague, were of “Lady Jane” Grey Smith. Having trod

the actor’s boards at St. Mary’s, | soon became acting cannon fodder

and indentured servant for this charismatic, demanding, charming and
perfectionist 5’2" dynamo. I've never regretted a moment spent with her
and miss her to this day.

While Lady Jane mentored my thespian life, what was to become my
professional life at BSC was mentored by the gentlemanly old soldier and
scholar Colonel (later Ph.D.) Wesley Wilson, graduate of West Point and
WWII and Korean War veteran.
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“Most of us freshman were struck
by the accessibility, teaching skills,
and downright friendliness of our
teachers.”

| had always had an innate love of history, but
the Colonel, as we all called him, channeled it
into an academic mode. Though his lectures
were less than charismatic, and his tests less
than challenging, his after class office lectures
beguiled us with his experiences in both
peacetime and military combat not found in
the textbooks.

About this time, thanks to the continuing
generosity of “Mr. Bubble” and philanthropist
extraordinaire Harold Schafer, our little campus
community exploded from its cramped quarters
on Boulevard to the new "cathedral of two-year
learning” overlooking the Missouri.

| remember the grand opening of Schafer

Hall and the throngs of proud Bismarckers
touring their new BJC campus. We told them
that the building would fulfill our needs for at
least 20-25 years. Little did we know! We were
blessed with new science and language labs,
modern classrooms and a massive “Guthrie Jr.”
auditorium and full stage. Our more intimate
dances could now be held in the bronze fire-
placed student lounge, and what passed for
athletics at that time had their own small locker
room on the first floor. Life was good.

But, all good things must pass, and my tenure
at BJC was ending. A concert on campus by
the famous UND Varsity band impressed me,
and | became even more impressed when
they adopted me to sing with them as they
took over the piano bar of Jerry’s Supper Club
one fine spring evening. UND, where | could
become both singer and historian, was my
choice, and the die was cast.

A few years later, while working my usual
summer job in the paint department of the
old Montgomery Ward store in downtown
Bismarck, Dean Ralph Werner recognized me
as a recent history major alum, and asked
how things were going at UND. | told him |



was completing my graduate program

in history and teaching part time at a
parochial high school. He responded,
kiddingly | thought, “good for you,
maybe you can replace the Colonel when
he retires.”

The next time we spoke, Dean Ralph
Werner told me that my dear mentor had
died suddenly and asked me to replace
him. Once again, the good Colonel had
influenced my life, by leaving his. So |
broke my high school contract, loaded
up my STP-burning Chevy with a new
wife, rocking chair, and 12-inch GE black
and white TV, and once again entered
the hallowed halls of BJC, this time as a
freshman instructor of History.

My first day of class, wearing my well-
worn UND fraternity blazer, with six
quickly written class preps in hand, |

met my new boss, Dean Werner, in his
unimposing office, where he introduced
me to my new colleagues. Dressed
identically in dark suits, white shirts,

and bland ties (IBM dropouts?), | met

my fellow historian and later dear friend
Warren Henke, and business instructors
"Easy Ed"” Bollinger and Art Davis. After
a short tour of a place | already knew,
they took me to the Colonel’s former
office - now mine. His books, class notes,
and office memorabilia were still in place.
| wondered if | could ever, in any way, fill
his larger-than-life shoes.

As the semester progressed (one lecture
ahead of my students), | was reminded
that we were a community college funded
by the good citizens of Bismarck and
"benignly” controlled by the elected
Bismarck Public School Board. As such,

| was expected to become a visible
member of the community whose taxes
paid my salary! So, | joined a church,
became a Rotarian, joined the Elks and
Elks Chorus, was on the board of the
March of Dimes, and purchased locally.

The yearly gandy dance of salary and
fringe negotiations were the most
unpleasant part of being a community
college. As faculty, we chose our own
negotiators (not a popular job!) and
joined the North Dakota Education
Association for advice and intervention

in our salary conflicts. In some cases
tempers flared, but diplomacy usually
won out.

d

Among my best friends were the “vocies’
who taught the blossoming technical
education at BJC. | was always in awe

of the discipline and skills they loving
imparted to the students so important

to our community workforce. My favorite
testament to the vocational students’
skills applied to the arts came when |
found myself short of multi-skilled stage
hands for Lady Jane's musical “Gigi.”

| contacted my Ag department friends
who lent me students skilled in basic
construction and allied fields. | ended up
with a magnificent set, and they ended
up appreciating the music, dancing and
acting skills of the actors, especially

the ladies! They later staged their own
version of the musical, called “Gigli.” It
was one of the college’s finest melding of
Ag and the Arts.

This community college culture that

had drawn me to BJC, nurtured me as

a student, and given me my life's work
would, in 1984, be challenged by the
monumental transition of becoming a
part of the Higher Education System of
North Dakota. The transition process
was far from seamless. | had the dubious
distinction of helping write our new state-
mandated Faculty Senate Constitution,
presenting it for approval to the State
Board, and then being elected the

first president of the Faculty Senate.
Implementing and fine tuning a hybrid
constitution that first year, gave us all a
new appreciation of the founding fathers.
What looked good in committee and
finally on paper proved our constitutional
amendment process more than
worthwhile!

That institution that popped out of the
higher education egg could not retain

all of the characteristics of the old BJC
of 1939-1984, but | believe the old BJC
could not have survived the incredible
changes, technological and global, of the
21st century. As an historian, we tend

to base our teaching on the inevitability
of change, and how human society has
attempted to adapt to past changes.
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In the last few years I've thought a lot
about why | have stayed the course
here; as well as how and why the old
community college culture that drew

me in and nurtured me, as both student
and professor, will survive in the brave
new world of constant technological and
global educational challenges.

Will the old-timer faculty that celebrated
births and marriages, socialized as
friends as much as colleagues, helped out
and intervened in times of personal or
family crisis, and buried their colleagues
with love and the dignity accorded

an educator, be able to adapt to the
academic and technological realities of
the present and future? Will we continue
to find presidents of integrity, vision, and
respect for our diverse student body?
Can such diverse faculty, administration
and staff adapt to the challenges of the
future?

What better profession to record,
interpret and explain those vast changes
than that of an historian? Perhaps that's
why this historian has had such a long
career at the ever-evolving BSC. That, and
above all, the love of both my real and
technologically-assisted classroom and
the students (customers doesn’t do them
justice) that inhabit it keep me here and
keep me engaged.

“ .. and above all, the love of
both my real and technologically-
assisted classroom and the
students (customers doesn’t do
them justice) that inhabit it.”

J. Michael McCormack, 62,
is Professor of History at BSC !
and in his 47th year of teaching <’
at the college.

Click here to read the full essay.
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etter to the editor
of The Bismarck Hi Herald Spring 1939

spon’'t Let 1t Die”

my home will

1 am a high school senior. circumstances in
ds to attend

prevent me from obtaining the necessary fun
college this fall. Along with the fact that it is quite
to hear My classmates talk about their
future scholastic days in some college or university:

1 also realize that I cannot help but be handicapped

in my future 1ife by not going on with my education.
have worked hard and obtained a fine scholastic average-
been inquiring about obtaining work for the
hoped would enable me to save enough
money in & couple of years to attend some college-

it seems that the heavy hand of depression is

However
still overshadowing our city of Bismarck as far as a

job is concerned.

The first ray of hope I have had for some time has been
this announcement that there may possibly be a junior
college established in my own city. I knovw 1 could raise
the tuition money necessary- Wwith two years of study at
an accredited junior college, YOU couldn't stop me from
climbing UP that ladder of success which seems awfully
steep at the present time.

citizens of Bismarck, don't let such a splendid idea

die when such an idea is possible!

_ Author Unknown
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First Hobo Days

1948

BJC's greatest accomplishments were often family affairs and the Bagpipe Band was no exception. About 10 years
ago, Beth Larson, band director Clarion Larson’s widow, shared her remembrances of the band with alumna and
former adjunct instructor, Virginia George. Established as a women’s group originally, the Bagpipe Band became
co-ed early on:

‘Clarion was training thesfwomen| on the pipes, but he was having
propblems.- Pipes arenoreasy o play because you have to be able
[0'keep the bagiulterwind! the time. Finally, several [men] were
fecruitedianaihessounaearnc o full strength.”

SThere s nowayyoucanplay a bagpipe secretly! Clarion used to
praciicelnine alleyenextiothe house after dark.”
— Beth Larson

Unlikely band beloved, long lasting

ne of BSC's most memorable and unique activities — The Bagpipe Band — was born from an ofthand
O comment by a music teacher. After WWII, some Bismarck High School (BHS) and Bismarck Junior

College faculty were talking in the boardroom at BHS about how to offer something for girls. Clarion
Larson had heard a story about a women’s bagpipe band at the University of Iowa. Dean Sidney J. Lee embraced
the idea with great enthusiasm not shared by Larson, who nonetheless became the founder and first director of
the BJC Bagpipe Band in 1948. His first charge was to purchase pipes, drums, uniforms and music.

Larson wrote the U-Iowa band director for advice and received some music back and the address of a pipe maker
in England. Pipes were ordered at $150 each plus import duty. Larson then set out to learn an instrument he
knew nothing about. He contacted 2 man in eastern North Dakota he heard was a piper. They met, Larson felt
better, and he began practicing as uniform jackets, caps, knee-length socks and sporrans (purses) began to
arrive.

The Buchanan clan tartan was chosen for the kilts and the wool ordered from Winnipeg, Manitoba. Clarion’s
wife, Beth, took on the job of sewing 15 kilts over the fall and early winter, while her husband began training
the girls. Larson later had to recruit some stronger male students to get the sound up to full strength. The BJC
Bagpipe Band was an immediate success, performing for local parades, athletic events and conventions. They
took part in celebrations in Minot, Jamestown and other towns, represented North Dakota at the World’s Fair in
Seattle, marched in the Minneapolis Aquatennial Parade, attended the Highland Games in Moose Jaw, Canada,
and performed at halftime for a University of North Dakota football game.

Their program was embellished with Scottish dancers after Larson found a local woman who knew the Highland
fling. Other directors were Harold Kepler, Erv Ely and George Anderson. The activity ended in the 1970s when BJC
decided to refocus resources and musical talent to form a concert band directed by Erv Ely.

@000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Bagpipe Band
started

1948

BJC officially becomes part
of Bismarck Public Schools

1949

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS - 7

For more photos and stories, visit bismarckstate.edu. <




In fall of 1945, very few veterans had come back yet. [We had] about 78 students so we had
very small classes. A typical class was eight or nine students. | had a class at 7:30 a.m. called
Economic Geography from Dean Swensen. There were three of us in the class and we met in his
office. You either came prepared or you didn't show up. And you'd need a pretty good reason to
not be there! — Myron Atkinson, ‘47

WALTER ). aWE)
irel Gemn of Maeuared

Myron Atkinson, '47, as a “scholarly individual” and remembered as a “nuts and bolts

B ismarck Junior College’s first leader, Dean Walter J. Swensen, is described by alumnus
>
guy” who quietly inspired students.

A professor of economics, psychology and history (among other subjects), Swensen was not an
outgoing person, but was an inspiring instructor, “so much so that I made up my mind to be an
economics professor,” Atkinson said.

“[T]n a one-on-one situation he could really get to you and
raise your hopes. And, it was a time in my life where I needed
a little bit of that. That was his nature,” he continued.

Swensen earned his bachelor’s degree from Luther College
in Decorah, Towa, and his master’s and doctorate from the
University of North Dakota. Recognized nationally for his
work in education and psychology, personal papers donated
by his family in 2010 illustrate his studiousness and his
dedication to his role.

The bound book — part record, part personal journal —
includes minutes of early BJC board meetings, lists of faculty
and students, class schedules, events, photographs, programs,
news clippings, cards of congratulations from the governor
and officials of the time, and a 1944-45 college catalog,

The papers depict a very different time and a more intimately
connected faculty, noting not only the addresses and
educational background of the early faculty, but also their
marital status and the church they attended.

Swensen saw the college through early, very limited budgets
and rapid enrollment growth with 107 students in the first
class and 216 in the fall of 1947.

Swensen left BJC in 1948 to become the state director of
mental hygiene, a division of the North Dakota Department
of Health. He died January 15, 1956 at the age of 59. He

is remembered at BSC today in the women'’s residence

hall, Swensen Hall, and through a perpetual scholarship
established in his honor in 1986.

| didn’t go to college for the first couple years out of high school. Then | worked at the bank while
going to BJC. At age 29 | was elected president of a small bank, and for the next 35 years served
as a bank president. | credit BJC for my two-year associate degree. That's all | had and I did pretty
well with what | picked up at BJC. I've always been proud of it. — Bert Gerhardt, ‘61

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS - 8
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-+ Military minded through war and peace

eterans and military education have always been part of BSC. The college was military-
Vminded when it opened its doors in 1939 at the start of WWII. The 1941 yearbook, The

Markota, said BJC was among a few schools nationwide with a federal program to give
men and women opportunity to receive basic air training at little cost. The School of Aviation
offered courses in practical air navigation at BJC until 1945.

The first class of 10 men went up in a two-seat, Taylorcraft trainer plane. They completed
training between October 1939 and May 1940 from Bismarck Airport flight instructors Vince
Cavasino and Harry Potter and ground school instructor Charles Hook. A class of 15 fliers

t I®F 3
r I Aﬁ_
r
d
n
S ‘
- - ‘l' S i L‘:‘
Back row: B. Schwartz, R. Anderson, S. Jablonsky, R. Kupper, N, Agrey, Jack McCrory, R. Hoffman,
D. Yantzer, R. Beardsley, Mr. Schimmelpfennig.
Front row: L. Massa, J. Gilbraith, J. Dunn, L. Grosgebaver, J. Biuis, M. Weisenberger, D. Peterson,
E. v\’thcr

The Freedom Shrine was given to the college by the
Bismarck Exchange Club in 1956. The documents depict
historic moments in the country’s heritage from 1776 to
the present time. Included are copies of the Declaration
of Independence, Bill of Rights, Francis Scott Key’s

“Star Spangled Banner,” and the Gettysburg address

by Lincoln in his own handwriting. Today the documents
hang in the hallway of the BSC Library.

followed and finished the instruction in three months. In
each class of 10 pilots, Civil Aeronautics Administration
regulations allowed one woman to participate.

Returning WWII veterans without high school diplomas had
a chance for college when BJC began offering pre-college
courses — the only school in North Dakota to do so, the
Mystician reported in March 1948. Students who completed
the course received an equivalency diploma from the state
Department of Public Instruction and could apply for college
admission. That fall, veterans who graduated from high
school in 1946, swelled regular enrollment to more than 300,
aided by passage of the G.I. Bill in June 1944.

An active Veterans Club formed early and continued until
the early 1960s. Korean veterans organized in 1952, and in
1951 the Military Wives Club organized to host social events.
The 1957 yearbook, the Jay-Cee-An, showed 29 members of
the Veterans Club. The 1958 Jay-Cee-An pictured 17 veterans
with advisor Herbert Schimmelpfennig and the caption:
“Occasionally something of value is derived from war. An
example of this at BJC is the Vet’s Club, organized by and

for the former GIs.” The club was credited over the years for
solving the parking problem on campus and contributing to
Hobo Daze festivities during homecoming. In the mid-1950s,
many veterans were playing on BJC’s football team. Several

- S

The 1958 Jay-Cee-An pictured the 17 members of the Veterans Club with advisor Herbert Schimmelpfennig.

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS - 9



Bob Arso, professor of electronics/
telecommunications technology, was
deployed to Iraq in 1990.

offered to show classes how people lived under Communism, arriving on campus in full combat
uniform and carrying weapons to demonstrate.

By 1968, campus talk about the Vietnam War reflected the national conversation of a generation
questioning the draft and duty to serve. The Mystician reported no sit-ins, riots or demonstrations at
the Burleigh County Selective Service board, but anti-war sentiments circulated among students.
Asmall Mystician (student newspaper) survey found opinions of resignation and “let’s get it over
with” to opposition of the war. Two male students organized The Draft Forum, a research and action
group to find draft alternatives, start a movement to end the draft and act against conscription within
alegal context. On Dec. 1, 1969, the December draft lottery drawing took place at BJC.

‘BJC’s most immediate contribution to the war effort is the
CPT elementary course. BJC is doing its part to Keep ‘em
Flying.” — 1942 Markota (the yearbook)

BSC remained supportive of the military over the years, establishing an official office of Veterans
Services, sharing the Armory with the National Guard from 1962 until 1988 when the building was
transferred to BSC’s ownership and supporting staff and students called to serve their country.

Bob Arso, professor of electronics/telecommunications technology, was deployed to Iraq in 1990
as part of the federal mobilization of 200,000 National Guard and Army Reserve units to support a
coalition for Operation Desert Shield, also known as the first Gulf War.

In October 1990, Arso received a call an hour before one of his classes was to begin. As a senior officer,
his activation was immediate and he was required to report to the National Guard Armory without
delay. “BSC was great about it,” he said. An adjunct was hired to cover his classes on a temporary

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Moved to Boulevard: First Homecoming
Ave. location

“Jet Propulsion”
Style Review

1954 1955 1959
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basis, and he remembers administration reassuring him
that everything he needed was covered. Arso’s unit, the 818th
Medical Battalion, included one of his students at the time.
Both of them returned to BSC the next fall.

)

“That war ended as fast as it started and I was home by May,
Arso said.

In 2007, BSC President Larry C. Skogen, a retired Air Force
officer, began initiating talks with branches of the U.S.
military about BSC providing online classes and degrees

to service members. His first success was announced with
Gov. John Hoeven in November 2008: BSC would provide
general education classes to Airmen through the Community
College of the Air Force, one of three partnering schools to
pilot the program with the CCAE Agreements with the Navy
and Army to deliver energy and criminal justice programs
were negotiated in 2009, the year BSC established its Military
Affairs office. Contracts followed with the Coast Guard in
2010 and Marine Corps in 2011. BSC military offerings now
total nine energy programs and 10 technical programs.

B

[

1940s BJC flight training -

v W

It was my opportunity to go to
college. It was the first year at

the Highway building. Wonderful
spot because it was new, small
enough, [and I] knew everyone. It
was like one big family. You were
known by all teachers. Sometimes
that wasn't so good because if
you wanted to skip a class, they'd
just come and find you.

— Irene Tschider, 57

For more photos and stories, visit bismarckstate.edu. - i



We were the only college with a state capitol building on its campus! We had only one teacher
in each department and the entire full-time faculty would meet in Dean Sidney Lee’s office. | was
coach of the football team in 1956. We drew some government frowns when we set up practice
football goalposts on the capitol grounds. — Paul Swanson, former BSC football coach and math
instructor

T

Presidential Profile 1948-1961

sure there were times the college would have disappeared
without his energy and focus.”

Retired BSC librarian Lois Engler appreciated Lee’s ability to
raise funds, but not all of the choices he made for using the
funds — particularly when it came to library acquisitions. “He
would use some of my money to buy some esoteric thing like
abook on English gardens. Well, we didn’t need a book on
English gardens.”

His choices might not have been universally embraced, but
they were both bold and lasting. It was Lee’s idea to establish
a bagpipe band even though the band director at the time,
Clarion Larson, didn’t know how to play the pipes. The band
garnered national attention for BJC during its 20-year run.

Lee also established the music department and the Young
Artist Series designed to bring promising young musical
talent to Bismarck. The Sidney J. Lee Auditorium was
dedicated in 1962 during an intermission of a Young Artist
Series concert. The guest performer was the Lees’ daughter-in-
law, pianist Patricia Taylor.

Alumnus Ev Miller’s first wife, Laura, worked for the dean,
whom he remembers as a “wonderful man.” Miller said Lee
was particularly supportive when he and his wife adopted
their first child. “His only son was adopted and so he was
enthusiastic about it. He wrote letters and made phone calls
for Laura and me. The day we picked up our oldest daughter,
that day we heard on the radio that he’d died of a massive
emembered for his approachability and support for the arts, Dean Sidney J. Lee led the heart attack.”
> Rcollege from 1948 to 1961. During his tenure, the college moved from the third floor
of Bismarck High School to its own building near the Capitol in 1955, and then to the
present location in 1961. Like Dean Swensen before him, he faced funding challenges.

Lee earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Valley City State
College in 1929, and a master’s degree in 1934 from the
University of Washington, Seattle. He did further graduate

“He had enthusiasm, but had the same problem as Dean Swensen. You didn’t get much money study at Harvard and taught high school in Williston and
from the Bismarck School Board to run Bismarck Junior College,” said Myron Atkinson, *47. Bismarck. Lee died on August 28, 1961, at the age of 56.
With a tuition-only funding model, Lee was innovative in his funding efforts. One year, he In addition to the Sidney J. Lee Auditorium, a BSC
organized a Christmas tree sale in order to make payroll. Foundation scholarship was established in his honor

“He was ferocious,” former president Kermit Lidstrom said. “You couldn’t turn him down. I'm in 1962.

| thought BJC was the place to start. | had a job when | got there and | worked all the time. I had a
great opportunity to go to school, make money and not be in debt because | knew | had a long way
to go. — Morris TIschider, ‘52

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS - 11



Building BSC

Building projects 1961-2010

1961  schafer Hall
1965  werner Hal
1968 Library
1972 swensen Hal
1974  technical Center
1974  student nion
1979  wystic Hal

1 997 Bismarck Community Bowl

1998  Jack Science Center

2001  Leach Music Center

2007  B5C Mandan Campus

2008  National Energy Center of Excellence
2008  Lidstrom Hall

2010 BsC Aquatic & Wellness Center

201 0 Bismarck Public Schools Career Academy

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS - 12
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THE BJC/BSC STORY

1961-1970

from the community college

ince community colleges were established more than 100 years ago, they have focused
not only on providing a traditional college education, but also serving as a source for
lifelong learning. Bismarck State College is no exception.

For-credit classes were always available to non-traditional students, but in 1974 BSC established
the office of Community Services, cementing the college’s role as an accessible educational
resource for the entire community. Those early offerings were focused on community courses
and one day seminars. The 1977 catalog included Beginning Golf, Yoga, Know Your Sound
System and Genealogy, as well as Auto Tune-up, Meat Cutting Fundamentals, Macramé, a
Visiting Scholars Series and Programs for Women Series.

In 1979, Jennifer Gladden became the director of community services and offerings expanded
to include several seminars annually, as well as workforce development courses such as
Certified Nursing Aid, Welding certifications, and Commercial Driver’s License.

“Our workforce training and professional development offerings meet
vital needs for area businesses and professionals, but our focus on lifelong
learning goes beyond those things. As a community college, BSC helps
people explore how arts and leisure and changing technology affect their
lives.” - Carla Hixson, associate VP for Continuing Education, Training and
Innovation

In 1980, Community Services helped BSC’s Power Plant Technology and Process Plant
Technology instructors coordinate the Energy Generation Conference, which had expanded
from an event for students to a full-fledged conference for energy employees and vendors.
Today, the EGC is one of the conferences managed annually by the department and draws 2,000
energy workers and 250 manufacturers and service providers from across the United States to
Bismarck each year.
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Other annual events also became community traditions. In
1992, the first “College for Kids” program geared towards 9-
to 12-year-olds was established. Program offerings included
carpentry, computers, volcanoes and forensic science for
more than 100 school-age children each summer.

At the other end of the lifelong learning spectrum, BSC
partners with the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute of the
University of North Dakota (OLLI@UND) to offer classes and
experiences to people age 50 and better. Extremely popular,
those quarterly classes bring in hundreds of participants for
classes ranging from the history of rock-and-roll to a geo-
political look at mineral resources.

In 1996, as part of a State Board for Vocational and
Technical Education grant, Community Services began
offering contract training to businesses. That effort expanded
in 1999 when the North Dakota Legislature established
TrainND. Today, as a TrainND partner, BSC annually offers
and coordinates training, professional development and
apprenticeships to 300 businesses and 8,000 workers in the
southwest part of the state.

In 2002, the North Dakota Occupational Safety and Health
Consultation program moved from the North Dakota
Department of Health to BSC Continuing Education. About
that time, the department also became the incubation center
for BSC's online energy programs.

The online programs began with the Electrical Power
Technology Program (ELPW) in 2001, followed by the
Power Plant Technology and Process Plant Technology
programs. By the fall of 2003, thanks to grant funding from
the National Science Foundation, Electrical Transmission
Systems Technology and Nuclear Power Technology were
added. In 2007, with the national designation from the US
Department of Energy as a National Power Plant Operations
Technology and Education Center, the energy programs
became their own department.

In 2007, the department was renamed Continuing Education,
Training and Innovation to better reflect its offerings as

well as its newly established Office of Innovation. The Office
of Innovation provides BSC employees with the tools and
opportunities necessary to be innovative in their daily work.
Programs include the Wild Endeavors program which funds
employee-driven innovative projects on campus.

“I would much rather be in a position in which
we are doing the innovations that other folks
in the country are interested in, rather than
running around trying to figure out how to
catch up. | am so proud of the people at
Bismarck State and the way they've picked
up on the challenge of being innovative and
creative.” - Larry C. Skogen



The new building, completed in 1961 for $1
million, was three stories and designed to hold
all college classes and activities within roughly
56,000 square feet. This first structure on
Schafer Heights was called the “main” building
as others were built. Eventually, the structure
was named the Harold Schafer Academic
Center and finally Schafer Hall.

fOr new BSC Campus Site The story is that Harold met a

man about the time his oldest
BJC moved from the 3rd floor of Bismarck High to 900 Boulevard Avenue girl was in high school. The man
on the state capitol grounds in 1955. A local initiative by the Bismarck

Chamber of Commerce had resulted in the Legislature approving the said, 'l guess your aaughter will

sale of 15 acres for $6,000 to give BJC this new building. A local mill levy go anywhere she wants to, but
funded construction but, after four years, both the college and state my daughter will go to the new
government needed more space, and BJC once again sought a new college they're going to build by
campus site.

) ) N the penitentiary.” Harold thought,
In 1959, the future home of Bismarck Junior College was open prairie ) ) ,
atop a high bank overlooking the Missouri River. Local entrepreneur well that doesn't seem like a very
and businessman, Harold Schafer, had a barn there for his horses, which good place to have the college.’

grazed the windy, rolling sweep of pasture and farmland. Schafer heard So he went to the dean and said
about the need to expand Bismarck's growing community college and T've got some better land.than

donated 70 acres that year for a campus. hat.” And h h bi
On May 19, 1960, Schafer turned the first shovelful of dirt on what was fhal. And he gave fhem every ot

called Schafer Heights. He and BJC Dean Sidney J. Lee spoke at the of land he had up there.
groundbreaking ceremony, where a large number of seated spectators — Sheila Schatfer, '10
formed a backdrop behind the podium flanked by a large American flag.

Among the attendees was Gov. John E. Davis.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

— %  Sidney J. Lee dies, : Werner Hall built : Library completed

Werner named dean
k)
M 1961 1965 1968 For more photos and stories, visit bismarckstate.edu. -
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Original score for BSC written by Jaki Byard.

The Jazz Celebration ran for 22 years with as many as seven

- top musicians performing on stage together. Some made repeat
visits, such as Alan Dawson (drums), Larry Ridley (bass), Herb
Ellis (guitar), and Chuck Florence (saxophone). Jaki Byard
sustained the celebration by returning every year.

By 1990, the instrumental focus began to include vocal jazz,
which was becoming popular and had become part of BSC’s
Music program. For a few years, two Jazz Celebrations were held
for vocal and instrumental. The Jazz Celebration ended due to
several changes. Funding began to dry up, Erv Ely retired and
Anderson left administration to teach.

| —-1 .r-'"".-""l
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-» Jazzfest warmed North Dakota winters

ismarck State College gained national notice in jazz publications between 1975 and
B 1996 for bringing some of the country’s best jazz musicians and vocalists to its annual

Jazz Celebration. Downbeat, Billboard and Cadence magazines wrote about such major
artists as Jaki Byard (piano), Dizzy Gillespie (trumpet), Doc Cheatham (trumpet), Phil Woods
(saxophone) and others, who came to Bismarck to play the deep winter concerts and music
education events.

The celebrations started as part of the Visiting Scholars Series administered by Dr. Lloyd
Anderson, director of community services. His office handled the series scholar selection,
funding and traveling arrangements. A music fan since childhood, Anderson scheduled Jaki
Byard for the series in 1975 and legendary trumpeter Clark Terry in 1976. By then, he and BJC
band director Erv Ely were planning an annual jazz festival of guest artists and the BJC Jazz
Ensemble, so students could learn from them.

Series funding came from a Title III grant. Anderson obtained more funds from the National
Endowment for the Arts in 1980 and later from the BJC Foundation. Grant support was
successful, Anderson said, because of the residency format.

“We were doing something different — bringing jazz to the public in outlying towns, schools,
nursing homes and college classrooms,” Anderson said in a taped interview. “We didn’t just
bring musicians for a concert. They stayed three or four days and would play at different
venues, open forums, and master classes. There were jazz clinics, discussions, lectures, rap
sessions, but focus was always on the music.”

Jaki Byard teaching from the piano in the music classroom.

.. you could even smoke in your office when | started. Eddie Agre was dean of students when
started ... and smoked a cigar occasionally in his office. As soon as he'd leave, his secretary would
be inthere with an air freshener, chasing him down the hall with it.

— Linda Fossum, '93, BSC payroll accountant
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presentations by scholars in science and other academic disciplines, musicians and authors —
many of them from outside the state and of national renown. Most of the funding came from a
Title I1T grant. A partial listing:

The Visiting Scholars Series has a long history. The 1970s were particularly rich with

1967........c... Gov. George Romney, possible presidential candidate

1970... Dr. Otto Strasser, author and founder of the National Socialist Party in Germany after
WWI, and one of the leaders of the Nazi movement who defected from Hitler in early
1930s to create The Black Front counter movement

1975... Jaki Byard, jazz pianist and recording artist

1976............. Clark Terry, jazz trumpet player

1976-77 ....... Susan Brownmiller, author of “Against Our Will: Men Women and Rape”
Era Bell Thompson, editor of Ebony magazine
Gordon Weiss, Broadway actor/mime and 1969 BJC graduate

[ |

Presidential Profile 1962-1977
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Ralph Werner

R alph Werner, third dean and first president of BSC, began his career at Velva High School
o

in 1937. Hired by the Bismarck Public Schools in 1941, he taught business

classes at the high school and college level, joining the U.S. Air Force in 1943. He
became registrar in 1946 and continued teaching, In 1948, he was named business manager,
assistant to the dean in 1958, acting dean in 1961, and dean the following year. The title was
changed to president in 1967.

Swensen Hall Student Union Technical Center
opens opens opens

1972 1974 1974
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1977-78.......Dr. Benjamin Spock
Gen. William Westmoreland

1978-79........ James Doohan, actor who played Scottie on “Star
Trek”
Col. James Irwin, U.S. astronaut on Apollo 15
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, astronomer investigating UFOs
and [FOs

1979-80....... Thomas McGrath, poet and educator
Jean Michael Cousteau, oceanographer and son of
Jacques Cousteau
Larry Woiwode, novelist

1984............. John Dean, former counsel to President Richard
Nixon

Extraordinarily well liked, Werner grew the college in budget,
buildings and students. He successfully lobbied the state
Legislature for funding and succeeded in landing a 10-mill
levy from the city to support the college. Increasing the
budget through state and city contributions substantially
expanded BJC. During his tenure, BJC grew from one to six
buildings and increased by more than 1,500 students.

Noted for his sense of humor, those who knew him also
appreciated his warmth. Former librarian, Lois Engler, called
him a humanitarian.

“Ralph Werner, without a doubt, was my very favorite. He was
s0 good to everybody and, with his sense of humor, if there
was a problem he was always able to get it straightened out.”

He was active in the community college movement nationally
but always focused on the campus and individuals. Longtime
BSC employee, Linda Fossum, remembers he was always
ready with advice or a funny comment. “He told me once ‘if
you're walking in the hallway, at least have a pencil in your
hand. People will think you’re working.””

“I don’t think anyone has been more loved than he was -
just a wonderful fellow; well-liked by everybody,” Carolyn
Twingley, °68, said.

Werner retired in 1977 after 36 years with BSC. In 1979, he
received the BSC Distinguished Service Gitation. The citation
reads, “During his 16-year tenure as president of the college,
Ralph Werner guided the institution to a position of stability
and prominence among North Dakota’s Colleges.”

The Bismarck State College Foundation established a
scholarship in his honor in 1979, and Werner Hall was
named for him in 1989. Werner died March 15, 2009, at the
age of 97.

For more photos and stories, visit bismarckstate.edu. <



12/10 & 12......Juries, Leach Music Center Room 177,

11am.-1p.m.
Celebrating 75 years T ol ot i e

1/9-11.one. All-State Auditions

a | | y e a r | O n g 1723 75 Years Documentary Premiere, BSC NECE,

Bavendick Stateroom, 7:30 p.m.

2/20 .o, Jazz Celebration, BSC NECE, Bavendick
Stateroom, 7 p.m.

April.ceeeeennnn, ArtsQuest events all month
LY S Spring Musical, Sidney J. Lee Auditorium,
7:30 p.m. (2:30 p.m. Sunday)
L S— Collage Concert with Figments Readings,
Sidney J. Lee Auditorium,
7:30 p.m.
AU S— Wind Ensemble Concert, Sidney J. Lee
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
VAL y— Concert Choir Concert, Sidney J. Lee
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
Y0 T— Recognition Ceremony, BSC NECE,
Bavendick Stateroom, 7 p.m.
L — Chamber Concert with Figments Artwork,
Sidney J. Lee Auditorium,
9/15 e Faculty Recital, Sidney J. Lee 7:30 p.m.
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 425 o Chris Brubeck — Triple Play, TBA,
9/23-10/25.......BSC Alumni Art Exhibit 7:30 p.m.
Gannon Gallery, BSC Library Y7y — Student Recitals, Sidney J. Lee Auditorium,
10/16-20.......... Fall Play, Sidney J. Lee Auditorium, Sp.m.
7:30 p.m. (2:30 p.m. Sunday) 4/29 oo, Guitar and Percussion Concert, Sidney J. Lee
VLT — JFK Symposium Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
1/ Monster Concert, Sidney . Lee ST/ Jazz Concert, Sidney J. Lee Auditorium,
Auditorium, 7 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
/7 s Baroque Concert, Leach Music Center DA Sing Appeal, TBA, 7:30 p.m.
Room 177, Noon 578 One Act Plays, Sidney J. Lee Auditorium,
Wind Ensemble Concert, Sidney J. Lee 3:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 5/6 &8, Juries, Leach Music Center, Room 177,
ChoirFest Concert, TBA, 3 p.m. ITam-Tpm.
Chamber Concert, Sidney . Lee 74V — Rhythm Factory Experience, Leach Music
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. Center Room, 177, All day
Jazz Concert, Sidney J. Lee Auditorium, 745 I BSC Alumni Awards, TBA
730 pm. SYa [ T— Commencement, Bismarck Civic Center,
Winter Play, Sidney J. Lee Auditorium, 230 pm.
7:30 p.m. (2:30 p.m. Sunday) T - BSC Celebration/All School Reunion
T S BSC is 75 years strong!
Check out more BSC

events at bismarckstate.edu/events. -
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THE BJC/BSC STORY

981-

There’s a legacy that keeps
going between presidents.
Kermit was into campus
signag